Gateway B2+

1st Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge FCE (B2)
You must finish Units 2, 4 and 5. You must also spend at least one or two weeks at the
beginning revising past forms from Chapter 1 (pages 8, 16 and 17 in Student’s book).
This class is to prepare the student to take the B2 exam as soon as possible. There is a lot of
content in the book, so you can, and should skip the “Life Skills” sections, only unless there is a
perfect exercise to practice for the exam.
You should be practicing exercises from the entire exam each trimester. They have already had
an overview. Note that there might be some exercises in the book that are for the CAE (C1)
exam. You can spend less time on these, but make sure they are familiar with the exercises that
will be to their trimester exam.
Gateway to Exam sections at the end of Chapter 2 and 4 are a great way to practice specific
exercises for the FCE exam. Make sure you include these in your planning of the trimester.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-146 in the student’s book.

Unit 2

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge specific things

Compound nouns - cars
and the road.
page 18

Modal verbs - obligation,
permission, prohibition,
criticism and advice.
page 20

A common mistake that
students make with
Speaking Part 2 is trying to
describe each photo in
detail. They should try to
explain the content only to
answer the question asked,
using the contrasting and
comparing linking words.
Page 25 has a good
explanation of useful
language to help.

Collocations with take,
make and do.
page 21

Modal verbs - speculation,
deduction, possibility and
probability.
page 25

At the end of the Student’s books, there is a section called Exam Success. You and the students
should study this section well, as it has great ideas on how to complete different parts of each of
the four skills.
Students should be practicing writing for homework every week. The Cambridge Read & Write
web page is a great resource for ideas to give students for writing practice. Additionally if they
use the site themselves, it gives them real-time feedback on their writings.

Unit 4

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge specific things

Biology and scientific
research
page 44

Conditionals - zero, first,
second, and third.
page 46

Compound nouns and
adjectives
page 47

Conditionals - mixed.
page 50

You should be encouraging
active listening every time
you do a listening practice.
Ask the students what they
think they will hear, and
why. After the first listening,
ask if they were correct in
their assumptions and what
they got right and wrong
and what information they
heard to back them up.

Statistics
page 51

Listening is a hard skill to teach in the classroom, as it is dependent on lots of practice.
Encourage students to watch their movies/TV shows etc in English, and there are many
Listening practices online with prepared questions, like Ted-Ed. At this level they should not
have major difficulties listening to these types of recordings to listen for gist and specific
information.
Before they begin any listening section, students should only read the questions, and never
the multi-choice answers. Reading the answers may trick them when they remember a word
from the answer that is mentioned, though it may be used in a different context. Remind them
they need to find the answer that best matches the question, not the same words from the
listening text.

Unit 5

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge specific things

Minor offences and
punishment.
page 58

Future forms.
page 60

When doing a writing piece,
it’s important to remember
the purpose of the text, ie
who is it for, and what is
trying to be communicated.
This will be important to the
type of language used. In
formal letters, etc phrasal
verbs should be avoided.
Make sure all students know
what and to whom they are
writing before they begin.

Prepositional phrases.
page 61
Formal register.
page 66, 67

Advanced future forms.
page 64

When students are reading to find specific information, they should always underline and
number according to the question where they find the section of the text that provides the
answer. After Reading and underlining where they find the information, have the students
compare their options, and see how many are focusing on the correct area of the text. This is
useful for Parts 5 and 7 of the Reading and Use of English section of the B2 exam.
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2nd Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge FCE (B2)
You must finish Units 6, 7 and 8.
This class is to prepare the student to take the B2 exam as soon as possible. There is a lot of
content in the book, so you can, and should skip the “Life Skills” sections, only unless there is a
perfect exercise to practice for the exam.
You should be practicing exercises from the entire exam each trimester. They have already had
an overview of the exam. Note that there might be some exercises in the book that are more
relevant for the CAE (C1) exam. You can spend less time on these, but make sure they are
familiar with the exercises that will be similar to their trimester exam.
Gateway to Exam sections at the end of Chapter 6 and 8 are a great way to practice specific
exercises for the FCE exam. Make sure you include these in your planning of the trimester.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-146 in the student’s book.

Unit 6

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge specific things

House-hunting.
page 70

Reporting
Structures.
page 72

When doing Speaking Part
2, students should keep in
mind that they are to also
answer a specific question
about the general theme.
Have the students come up
with their own ideas for
questions for each set of
photos to ask each other.
Students should also keep
in mind the question at the
top of the page when
comparing the photos and
ensuring they answer the
question as they compare
and contrast the photos.

Idiomatic expressions with
home.
page 73
Describing cities and
towns.
page 79

Impersonal
Reporting
Structures.
page 76

Reported speech is a difficult concept for students to grasp the first time. Make sure they get
plenty of practice, and remember that reported speech is most common in newspapers, so you
might be able to find extra resources in newspaper articles. Reported speech is also key to
more formal writing, so encourage them to use it in their writing practice for reports/proposals,
etc.

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge specific things

Advertising and
Selling.
page 84

Passives, passive
infinitives, passive
gerunds, passives
with two objects.
page 86

When practicing the
Reading and Use of
English section regarding
word formation, have the
students identify what type
of word they are looking
for, ie adjective, noun, etc
and have them come up
with every single possibility
they can think of, then
compare them to see if one
fits correctly.
Keep in mind that this
section also needs correct
spelling, so practice this
with the students to make
sure they know the spelling
rules when forming words.

Word formation suffixes and prefixes
page 87
Unit 7

Describing clothes and
fashion
page 93

Causatives.
page 86
Determiners and
quantifiers.
page 92

Parts 3 and 4 of the Speaking rely heavily on a natural conversation between the students.
Practice structures with them to give them a framework for maintaining a conversation, even
when it seems difficult to continue. Get the students to come up with questions related to the
topics that they can ask, especially for Part 4 of Speaking, and new ways of talking about the
same topic for Part 3 of Speaking.

Unit 8

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge specific things

Parts of the body compound adjectives.
page 96

Participle clauses.
page 98

Students should get into
the habit of highlighting
their own dependence on
words/structures for
essays. In the case of
essays, challenge them
to use different
expressions throughout
the essay, so that they
don’t rely on the same
one. This helps to
improve their writing
score as it demonstrates
better level of control of
English.

Words with multiple
meanings.
page 99
Metaphors - happiness
and sadness.
page 104

Making and modifying
comparisons.
page 103

When doing writing pieces, students must know how to write a quick plan. Before every writing
piece of homework, make sure they have a rough plan of what they want to argue.
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3rd Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge FCE (B2)
You must finish Units 9 and 10.
This class is to prepare the student to take the B2 exam as soon as possible. There is a lot of
content in the book, so you can, and should skip the “Life Skills” sections, only unless there is a
perfect exercise to practice for the exam.
You should be practicing exercises from the entire exam each trimester. They have already had
an overview of the exam. Note that there might be some exercises in the book that are more
relevant for the CAE (C1) exam. You can spend less time on these, but make sure they are
familiar with the exercises that will be similar to their trimester exam.
Gateway to Exam sections at the end of Chapter 10 are a great way to practice specific
exercises for the FCE exam. Make sure you include these in your planning of the trimester.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-146 in the student’s book.

Vocabulary
Life and Career
Developments
page 110

Unit 9

Verb-noun Collocations
related to working
page 113
Talking about internships
page 116

Grammar
Articles
page 112
Prepositions in relative
clauses
page 119

Cambridge specific things
When doing the reading on
page 110-111 of the
student’s book, the
students should be reading
only one section at a time,
before matching the person
to the statements. This
reduces confusion and
therefore time spent in the
exam on doing this section.
The Speaking bank section
on page 117 is perfect to
use in both Parts 3 and 4
of the speaking section, so
make sure you practice
these expressions

When to use articles and when to leave them out, especially the is quite difficult for Spanish
speakers. If needed use the grammar resources in the centres to be able to practice this point
more.
At this point, between B2 and C1, usage of idioms and expressions is very important to give a
more natural feel to students’ English. Try to incorporate as many as possible in the class, using
websites for help in finding more that are related to the topics you are working on.

Vocabulary
Communication/
communication breakdown
page 122
Phrasal verbs related to
communication
page 125

Unit 10

Grammar
Gerunds and infinitives
page 124
Whatever, wherever,
whoever, etc
page 128
Ellipsis
page 129

Cambridge specific things
When doing the listening
on page 128, students
should try to understand
what sort of information will
be missing, ie verb, noun,
etc and try to guess what
sort of word it might be.
Usually the words will be
similar in meaning and
must be between one to
three words in length.
Spelling must be correct.
Writing various styles is
important to the exam as
Part 2 might not always
have a letter style
available. Students should
understand and be able to
write all styles of
communication, so revise
the styles on pages
154-161

While the speaking has nothing to do with what is required of the students on the exam, the
Speaking Bank section on page 129 has some great expressions that students would find
useful for Part 4 of the Speaking exam.
The exercise on page 125, although for the vocabulary section is a great practice to see how
you can use collocations, phrasal verbs and common expressions to complete Part 2 of
Reading and Use of English.

