Gateway B1

1st Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge B1 Preliminary
You must finish units 1 and 2 in the first trimester.
This level is for those who are taking B1 classes for the first time and who are a bit weaker than
our normal B1 students. At the end of the year some students may be ready to take the B1
exam, however most will not be ready.
There is a lot of content in the book, so you can and should skip the Gateway to Life sections in
each chapter, unless there is an exercise that is perfect to practice for the exam, or deals really
well with the grammar and vocabulary of the unit (but this is doubtful). You should try to
complete as much content from the book as possible, as well as taking grammar and
vocabulary exercises from the extra resources that we have available in the academies.
You should be practising exercises from the entire exam each trimester. Keep in mind that from
January 2020 the exam format has changed, and so some exercises that are no longer in the
exam should be skipped/modified to make relevant. Make sure that you know which types of
exercises will be on the exam to help you plan.
The Gateway to Exams section at the end of Chapter 2 is great for practicing for the exam and
grammar and vocab, and so should be completed, however keep in mind the change in the
exam.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-143 in the student’s book.

Unit 1

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge Specific things

Ages and stages of life
Family
page 6

Present simple and present
continuous (affirmative,
negative and questions)
page 8

An email (informal or
formal) is now mandatory
on the B1 exam. The
writing section in unit 1 will
be an important activity to
make sure they know the
styles of writing an
email/letter in English
(appropriate structures,
sign off, new paragraph
after Dear/Hi (Name), etc.)

Noun suffixes
page 9

Articles (the, a/an)
page 12

When reading texts, students should be underlining where they got the answers to the
questions, and only after they have tried to answer the questions, should the students look at
the multiple choice answers to see which fits best with their own answers, then select the
answer that corresponds.
Before you begin the listening exercise with the students, have them guess what the answers to
Exercise 2 are going to be, even if they don’t have any previous information to work from. Trying
to confirm or reject previous guesses, is a method of actively listening to the text, which allows
them to listen for the key information they need rather than be overwhelmed by all the
information. This is an important skill that you will need to use with the students every time that
you do a listening exercise.

Unit 2

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge Specific things

Crimes and Criminals,
Detective work
page 18

Past simple
page 20

Students should know the
types of questions that will
be asked in Part 1 of the
speaking exam. While they
shouldn’t have rehearsed
answers, they should have
a good idea of what will be
asked of them.

Investigating/Finding Phrasal Verbs
page 21

Past continuous
page 24-25

Reading for context is important in all Cambridge exams, so when reading texts, students
should be underlining where they got the answers to the questions, and comparing them with
their classmates to see if they understood the exercise.
In the revised B1 Preliminary exam, the second writing option is no longer an email, but a story
or an article. The Cambridge Write & Improve has some good ideas, however in this unit, your
students could write either a story about a crime, or a newspaper article about one as
homework. Don’t forget that writing is larger and more free-form in the revised exam, so
homework should include a piece of writing of approx 100 words every week.

Gateway B1

2nd Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge B1 Preliminary
You must finish units 5, 6 and 7.
This level is for those who are taking B1 classes for the first time. At the end of the year some
students may be ready to take the B1 exam or move on to B2, however most will not be ready.
There is a lot of content in the book, so you can and should skip the Gateway to Life sections in
each chapter, unless there is an exercise that is perfect to practice for the exam.
You should be practicing exercises from the entire exam each trimester. Some of your students
may already know some things about the exam, while others may not. Keep in mind that from
January 2020 the exam format changes, and so some exercises that are no longer in the exam
should be skipped/modified to make relevant. Make sure that you know which types of
exercises will be on the exam and which will not be on the exam to help you plan.
The Gateway to Exams section at the end of Chapter 6 is great for practicing for the exam and
should be completed, however keep in mind the changes in the exam.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-143 in the student’s book.

Unit 5

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge Specific Things

Television and adjectives
to describe programmes.
page 58

Comparatives and
superlatives.
page 60

Adjectives ending in -ing or
-ed.
page 61

Less… than, (not) as… as,
too and (not) enough.
page 64

The Writing section in this
unit is a good introduction
to writing a review,
however in the B1 exam,
students must write either
an article or a story. Use
this exercise to have
students write an article
about a TV show or a
movie that they have seen
recently, whether it was
good and why .

When doing the Listening, students should be taking educated guesses at what they are going
to hear based on the instructions, and maybe even what the answers might be. This helps with
active listening, and leads to better results. Before every Listening section, students should
underline what they need to listen out for. Get them to talk about what the possible options they
think it might be, and then take a poll at the end to see who was right, or closest to the actual
answers.

Unit 6

Vocabulary
Geographical features and
the Environment
page 70
Uses of get.
page 73

Grammar
Be going to and will
page 72
Zero and first conditionals
page 76

Cambridge Specific Things
The reading section in this
unit is a great exercise to
practice two different
reading questions from the
Cambridge Exam, and
comprehension in general.
As a way to practice Part
2, is to read through the
questions first, underlining
what information is needed
to be found, then reading
each paragraph
individually and answering
as many questions as
applicable after each one.

The Speaking exercise is a great way to build up the skills needed for Part 4, where they
students have to maintain a conversation between themselves by asking for and responding to
opinions. The schematic in 7a can be easily adapted to different contexts and questions.

Vocabulary

Unit 7

Grammar

Jobs and Work, and
Personal Qualities.
page 84

Modals of obligation,
prohibition and advice.
page 86

Compound adjectives.
page 87

Second conditional.
page 90

Cambridge Specific Things
The Speaking exercise
isn’t great for work on the
Cambridge exam in this
unit, however the grammar
content is perfect for
Speaking Part 3, where
students have to discuss
different options. Instead of
this Speaking (or in
addition to) find a Part 3
speaking and work on
using the conditionals would, should, could - to
give advice/suggestions.
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3rd Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge B1 Preliminary
You must finish units 8 and 9.
This level is for those who are taking B1 classes for the first time. At the end of the year some
students may be ready to take the B1 exam or move on to B2, however most will not be ready.
There is a lot of content in the book, so you can and should skip the Gateway to Life sections in
each chapter, unless there is an exercise that is perfect to practice for the exam.
You should be practicing exercises from the entire exam each trimester. Some of your students
may already know some things about the exam, while others may not. Keep in mind that from
January 2020 the exam format has changed, and so some exercises that are no longer in the
exam should be skipped/modified to make relevant. Make sure that you know which types of
exercises will be on the exam and which will not be on the exam to help you plan.
The Gateway to Exams section at the end of Chapter 8 is great for practicing for the exam and
should be completed, however keep in mind the changes in the exam.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-143 in the student’s book.
Vocabulary

Unit 8

Grammar

Friendships and feelings
page 96

Past perfect and used to
pages 98-99

Noun suffixes -ness, -ship,
-dom
page 99

Gerunds and infinitives
page 102-103

Cambridge specific things
This unit doesn´t have a lot
of Cambridge type
exercises, so keep
practicing sections of the
exams from example exam
papers that the students
are unfamiliar with and
give them the tools to help
them succeed, ie
underlining questions in
the reading sections,
planning out the writing
sections or giving them
structures for putting
together a coherent
response for the speaking.

The two grammar points in this unit can be quite difficult for Spanish students to pick up, so
make sure you supplement the bookwork with extra exercises from the grammar resources that
we have at the academies. This is especially true of gerunds and infinitives which require
memorisation and lots of practice to understand and use confidently.

Vocabulary
Fiction and non-fiction
page 110
Phrasal verbs connected
with reading and writing
page 113
Unit 9

Grammar

Cambridge specific things

Reported speech statements
page 112-113

Writing a story can be
difficult for students in
exam situations, where
they feel they don’t have
enough time to plan.
Stories need a clear
beginning, middle and end,
so planning is very
important. Before you do
the writing exercise, make
sure you create a plan in
class that deals with the
introduction to the
characters, introduces a
problem, then resolves the
problem in the end.

Reported speech questions
page 116-117

When doing the reading section of the unit, students should look at the information before and
after the gaps to make sure that the sentences make sense in context. Pay attention to the
pronouns, topics of the sentences and any linking words for clues as to where they are best
placed in the wider text.
If you have some extra time at the end of the trimester, you may begin looking at the grammar
of unit 10 - the passive. However this is not a priority and should only be done if confident
students will do well on any trimester or Cambridge exams that they might be doing.

