Gateway B1+

1st Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge B1 Preliminary
You must finish Units 2, 3 and 4.
This class is to prepare the student to take the B1 exam as soon as possible. There is a lot of
content in the book, so you can, and should skip the “Life Skills” sections, only unless there is a
perfect exercise to practice for the exam.
You should be practicing exercises from the entire exam each trimester. They have already had
an overview. Note that there might be some exercises in the book that are for the First (B2)
exam. You can spend less time on these, but make sure they are familiar with the exercises that
will be similar to their trimester exam. In Jan 2020 the B1 exam format changes, so make sure
you are aware of the changes and plan accordingly with adapting exercises to reflect the
updated exam.
Gateway to Exam sections at the end of Chapter 2 and 4 are a great way to practice specific
exercises for the Preliminary exam. Make sure you include these in your planning of the
trimester.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-143 in the student’s book.
Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge Specific things

Transport and Travel
page 18

Past Simple, Past Perfect,
Past Continuous
page 20

Throughout the book, the
students should be
describing every photo they
see based on four criteria actions, clothing,
location/environment and
feelings. They should also
be practicing words of
supposition - I think they
are..., It is probably… ,
They could be…. . This is
important for Speaking Part
2.

Accommodation
page 18
Unit 2

Travelling - phrasal verbs
Page 21

Past habits and Actions Used to/Didn’t use to,
Would/Wouldn’t
page 24-25

The Reading exercise on page 19 is a great way to begin to find the information necessary in
the text by reading the questions first and then underlining the important words to find in the
text. Remind students that they should look for the information to answer the question in the text
first before reading the questions.
The Writing section on page 27 should be planned out according in class then given as
homework. Have students give their homework to other students to highlight mistakes in class
using the Exam Success notes on page 144.

Unit 3

Vocabulary

Grammar

Cambridge Specific things

Cities and housing,
Describing a city
page 32

Present Perfect Simple vs
Past Simple
Page 34

Extreme adjectives
page 35

Present Perfect - ever,
never, for, since, just,
already, yet
page 34-35

Before doing a writing piece
for homework, brainstorm in
class about the possible
ways they can answer the
exercise, and write out a
plan for them to follow as
they write. The more
practice they get, the easier
it will be for the exam.

Present Perfect Continuous
page 38

The Speaking exercise on page 40 is more appropriate for the B2 exam. Students should
instead describe the photos that they see using the four important criteria, Actions, Clothing,
Environment, and Feelings. They only have 1 minute for this section, and addressing all four
criteria may be impossible in this time. This is not a problem, as long as the student is speaking
for the entire minute.
Vocabulary
Unit 4

Grammar

Food, Meals and Describing Future forms - Will, Be
Foods.
going to, Present
page 44
Continuous, Present Simple
page 46-47
Prefixes - over-, pre-, re-,
under-.
Future Continuous and
page 47
Future Perfect
page 50-51

Cambridge Specific things
Reading for context is an
important skill that students
should be learning as they
study for Cambridge. They
will not understand every
word, but should
understand the main ideas.
To help show this
understanding, in the
Reading exercise on page
45 have the students
summarize each paragraph
in as few words as possible.
Compare as a class to see
if everyone understood the
gist of the article.

Before each listening, students should talk about what they think they will be listening to and
what clues they have to help them. Whenever there is a question with a multiple choice answer,
they should not look at the answers until they listen to the text for the first time. They should only
read the questions and underline the important words in the reading time.
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2nd Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge Preliminary (B1)
You must finish Units 5, 6 and 7.
This class is to prepare the student to take the B1 exam as soon as possible. There is a lot of
content in the book, so you can, and should skip the “Life Skills” sections, only unless there is a
perfect exercise to practice for the exam.
You should be practicing exercises from the entire exam each trimester. They have already had
an overview of the exam. Note that there might be some exercises in the book that are more
relevant for the First (B2) exam. You can spend less time on these, but make sure they are
familiar with the exercises that will be similar to their trimester exam.
The Gateway to Exam section at the end of Chapter 6 is a great way to practice specific
exercises for the Preliminary exam. Make sure you include these in your planning of the
trimester.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-143 in the student’s book.

Vocabulary
School and University
Subjects
page 58

Unit 5

Words connected to
studying
page 58
Noun Suffixes
page 61

Grammar
Modals of obligation,
prohibition, advice and
permission
page 60
Zero, first, and second
conditionals
page 64

Cambridge Specific Things
When doing the reading
exercises, students should
be trying to find where
they can save time.
Students should always
read the questions they
need to answer first, then
as they read, underline in
the text where they find
their answers so they can
double-check later, but
quickly. Page 59’s reading
is a great chance to
practice this.

Before the students do the listening exercise on page 64, students should be thinking about the
type of information they need to listen for. This will help them reduce the confusion in long
listening texts. For example, 1a in Exercise 3 would be looking for a type of sport to match with
the word list that is before and after the gap. Every gap-fill listening should be thought about this
way before attempting, so you should practice this in class before every listening of this type to
get students in the habit of active listening.

Vocabulary

Unit 6

Grammar

Everyday Inventions
page 70

The passive
page 72

Operating Technology
page 70

The passive - ‘Have
something done’
page 76

Prepositional phrases with
adjectives
page 73

Gerunds and Infinitives
page 77

Cambridge Specific Things
The writing and speaking
sections in this unit are
both geared towards
B2-type exam questions.
While it’s good to get them
in the habit of planning for
essays and writing them,
this skill is not really
necessary in the B1 exam.
Try to find a related writing
topic that uses a letter or
article/story format for B1
students to use.

The passive is an important grammar point for Spanish speakers to master as early as possible,
as it is used in formal contexts, and is much more common in English than in Spanish. Make
sure that if they want to write an article for their writing piece, that they include a little of the
passive to give it a more serious tone.
Unit 7

Vocabulary
Sports, Sports venues,
Sports equipment and
scores
page 84
Phrasal Verbs connected
to Sport
page 87

Grammar
Defining relative clauses
page 86
Non/defining relative
clauses
page 90

Cambridge Specific Things
During Speaking Parts 3
and 4, students must be
able to maintain a level of
conversation by agreeing
or disagreeing with their
exam partners. The
expressions on page 92
are a great start for the
students to build up their
vocabulary, but challenge
them to use a wide variety
so they don’t rely on just
one or two.

When doing Part 3 of the speaking, where possible, students should be using the hypotheticals
- should, would, could - to talk about the options shown. This gives a little more depth to their
English abilities and makes the conversation seem more natural.
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3rd Trimester Objectives
Official Exam Preparation: Cambridge Preliminary (B1)
You must finish Units 8 and 9.
This class is to prepare the student to take the B1 exam as soon as possible. There is a lot of
content in the book, so you can, and should skip the “Life Skills” sections, only unless there is a
perfect exercise to practice for the exam.
You should be practicing exercises from the entire exam each trimester. They have already had
an overview of the exam. Note that there might be some exercises in the book that are more
relevant for the First (B2) exam. You can spend less time on these, but make sure they are
familiar with the exercises that will be similar to their trimester exam.
The Gateway to Exam section at the end of Chapter 8 is a great way to practice specific
exercises for the Preliminary exam. Make sure you include these in your planning of the
trimester. If you have time, you can begin to work on Unit 10, but this is not a priority.
All new and necessary vocabulary can be found on pages 136-143 in the student’s book.

Vocabulary

Unit 8

Grammar

Art, theatre, music and
Artists
page 96

Reported Speech Statements
page 98

Adjectives ending in -ing
and -ed
page 99

Reported Speech questions and commands
pages 102-103

Cambridge specific things
The speaking section is not
directly relevant to the
exam, however it can
easily be turned into an
exercise based on Part 3 of
the Speaking. Give them a
question about a school trip
being planned and then
show them the four options
of art gallery, cinema,
concert, or city tour and
ask which would be most
memorable for the students
(use the pictures, rather
than the typical diagram on
the page for the options)

When doing the listening from Part 4, that student should read the questions only before
beginning to listen. Avoid the possible answers until they listen the first time. This will help them
keep the information in their mind and stop them from confusing the answers with what they are
listening to.
Reported speech is a little complicated in English, as all tenses are in the past. A good way to
explain this to students is that what was said was in the past, and so all retellings of that
information must also be in the past.

Vocabulary

Unit 9

Grammar

Nations, and State and
politics
page 110

Modals of speculation and
deduction - present
page 112

Adjective suffixes
page 113

Third conditional
page 116-117

Cambridge specific things
The listening on page 116
is a good chance to remind
the students that they
should quickly read the
article and make notes
about the type of
information they are going
to listen to, ie numbers,
adjectives, names, etc, so
that they know what
information to listen for, in
what is quite often a lot of
spoken text. The second
listening should confirm the
initial estimation from the
first listening.

A good story always has a beginning, a middle and an end, so students must plan their stories
out appropriately to make sure they have this. Stories quite easily lose their way if not enough
care is taken to understand what the introduction is, what the conflict is and how it is resolved.
That said, a story is never the best option on the exam unless all other options are worse.
The reading on page 111 is a great way to make sure the students know where they are
supposed to find the answers in the text, as there are no options for them to choose from. When
doing the exam, make sure they understand that they shouldn’t look at the answer options until
they know what the answer is going to be, then match the best answer to their own ideas.

